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MAGIC MOVERS TO COORDINATE
ARTS PROGRAMS FOR THE HANDICAPPED
MISSOULA-Magic Movers, a group directed by Nancy Brooks Schmitz of the University
of Montana dance faculty, will receive funding to coordinate arts programs in
Montana by, with and for disabled persons, according to the National Committee,
Arts for the Handicapped (NCAH), an educational affiliate of the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.
The committee supports Very Special Arts Festival (VSAF) Programs through
federal funding matched at the state and local levels and with assistance of a
national network of advisers and resource personnel.
The VSAP Program provides handicapped children, youth and adults with
opportunities to increase learning and enhance their quality of life through
participation in visual arts, drama, dance and music activities.

The Magic Movers

VSAF Program is one of 58 such programs in the United States serving more than
300,000 handicapped children and adults through arts experiences and public
festivals.

Over 250 public, non-competitive festivals enable participants to

demonstrate their skills and abilities in the arts.
Dr. Ernest Boyer, former U.S. commissioner of education and current chairman
of the NCAH board of directors, said, "I think that the arts represent a splendid
example of the way in which various educational programs can enrich students with
handicapping conditions.

Arts experiences provide handicapped students with a

sense of skill, ability, personal identity, and a sense of worth that is so
needed when a child has to cope with a deficiency that causes him or her to feel
set apart."
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All Very Special Arts Festival Programs depend upon the assistance of
volunteers.

For information about VSAF Programs and activities in Montana,

contact Nancy Brooks Schmitz, statewide program coordinator, at 243-4552.
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